
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Volume 1    |    Fall 2013 

        Welcome, readers, to the inaugural issue of Volamus, a 

quarterly newsletter of the Richard A. Henson Honors Program 

at the University of Maryland Eastern Shore!  Our title, Latin 

for “We fly” is inspired by the UMES mascot, the hawk, and 

by our students’ stories – strong, swift and soaring. 

 

         In this first issue, meet newly-appointed Honors Program Director, Dr. Michael E. Lane (so new 

to UMES, in fact, that he began drafting this newsletter from his former nest in the Blue Ridge 

Mountains), learn about some of the exciting opportunities in – and plans for – Honors @ UMES, 

and get a birds-eye view of how some of the Henson Program’s faculty, staff, current students, and 

alumni are engaging themselves to advance knowledge and enrich lives here in the Eastern Shore 

communities and in places further flown across the globe. 

A Fledgling Honors Newsletter Takes Flight ! 

Hazel Hall, Home of the Honors Program 

Almost all of the Henson  

Program’s 217 honors students turned out 

to meet Dr. Lane and to learn of exciting 

academic, co-curricular, and social  

initiatives in Honors @ UMES. 

  FallFalling into Formationing into Formation  

2. Meet the Director             5—7. Students in the Spotlight  10. Rome & Paris International Program 

3. Honors Vanguard  Knighted   8.   Faculty Focus   11. Calendar; Contacts; Submissions 

4. Honors Advisory Board Formed  9. Fundraiser; Honors Student Assoc.              

     Also, in Honors staff news, join 

us in congratulating Mrs. Aundra’ 

Roberts — promoted this summer to 

Assistant Director! Finally, we wel-

come back Dr. Brenda Wade 

(Consultant) and Ms. Whitney 

Turner (Administrative Assistant) in 

newly redefined roles related to a 

Title III Program grant. 



      Greetings, past, current, and future students, parents, colleagues, and friends, 

     It is my great honor to join the remarkable community at University of Maryland Eastern Shore! 

The warm welcome I’ve received has really made this a smooth transition. I look very much forward to 

visiting with you. Stop by my office for a chat when you can! 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the Mountains to the Sea: Meet the New Honors Director 

     I hail from the small hamlet of Cape Vincent, NY, in the 

heart of the Thousand Islands (more than a salad dressing!), 

where the mighty St. Lawrence meets Lake Ontario and 

where winter snow is measured in feet rather than inches. A 

first-generation college student, I earned my BA and MA 

from St. Lawrence U. and Binghamton U. respectively, and 

then went on to complete my Ph.D. in French Literature at 

The Pennsylvania State U., with special concentrations in 

19th– and 20th-century poetics, women’s studies, and West 

African and Caribbean literatures of French expression. 

     I began my faculty career at Appalachian State U. in 

Boone, NC, first as Assistant then Associate Professor 

of French and Francophone Studies, teaching a broad 

range of courses in language, literature, cultural studies, 

and language pedagogy. During my tenure at ASU, I 

was involved in many rewarding projects, as Director of 

international film series, of an international conference, 

and of multiple summer study abroad programs to Pars 

and Angers, France.  I also directed a Fulbright-Hays 

Group Projects Abroad grant program that led a group 

of NC in– and pre-service K-12 teachers to Senegal.  I 

was recognized by the NC American Association of 

Teachers of  French as Teacher of the Year, 2012. 

     In 2009, I was appointed Assistant Director of Appalachian’s Honors Program and later became 

Associate Director when the program transitioned to collegiate status in 2010. In the Honors College, 

I was primary advisor for majors in Arts and Humanities disciplines, chaired the university’s Honors 

Council, worked with faculty to develop departmental honors tracks, and taught amazing students in 

honors seminars on some racy, controversial topics. 

     My greatest passion has been, is, and will remain teaching and 

mentoring students, supporting them and celebrating them as they 

achieve personal, academic, and professional goals. When I’m 

not in the classroom or office, I enjoy reading, creative writing, 

painting, photography, home remodeling projects, gardening, 

cooking, performing arts, foreign and classic films, boating, 

swimming, tennis, travel, and learning about other languages and 

the cultures that speak them.  My partner, Nick, and I reside in 

Salisbury. 

     I’ve been part of the UMES family a short time and I already 

couldn’t be prouder of our students! It is a great time to be an 

honors Hawk! 
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 VANGUARD 2013-2014 

Aleaya “the Admired” Bowie 

Noman “the Noble” Choudhry 

Mariah “the Meritorious” Dennis 

Emily “the Esteemed” Diseroad 

Asia “the Accomplished” Gibbs 

Kaitlyn “the Keen” Hitch 

Nikkia “the Knowing” King 

Jeffery “the Judicious” Locklear 

Deedra “the Dedicated” Mills 

Diamond “the Determined” Nwaeze 

Maryanne “the Motivated” Odinakachukwu 

Aderonke “the Acclaimed” Ogin 

So-Jin “the Studious” Park 

Jenny “the Jovial” Porch 

Courtney “the Courteous” Rhoades 

Brooke “the Brilliant” Stacey 

Michael “the Magnetic” Taylor 

Teresa “the Traveler” Tinta 

Brent “the Benevolent” Tran 

 

In September, 19 students were “knighted” the inaugural Vanguard, special ambassadors of honors 

education at - and beyond - UMES. Above, some of them pose with Program Director, Dr. Lane 

(center), and Assistant Director, Mrs. Roberts (far left). During the ceremony, initiates knelt to swear 

an oath of service, were tapped with a (plastic!) sword and received honorary epithets. Vanguard are 

campus leaders who perform meaningful service to Honors, including hosting prospective students, 

representing the program at events, and service as officers of the Honors Student Association and 

members of the Honors Advisory Board. 

Dr. Lane dubs as Honors Vanguard 

Jenny “the Jovial” Porch. 

 

Answering the Call to Serve 
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 An advisory board comprised of faculty, staff, administrators, and students 

from campus divisions that most closely touch honors education has been created at 

UMES. These important advocates have generously volunteered their service to 

provide direction and advice in developing and enhancing the honors experience.    

 We are VERY grateful for the following, the Charter Members of the Henson  

Honors Program Advisory Board:  

Campus-Wide Advisory Board is Formed 

Dr. Sarah Acquah International Programs 

Dr. Ellis Beteck Library Services 

Mr. Jonathan Blackmon Pharmacy & Health Sciences 

Dr. Véronique Diriker Development 

Ms. Qiana Drummond Campus Life 

Dr. David Johnson Arts & Professions 

Mr. Marvin Jones Residence Life 

Mr. James Kellam Financial Aid 

Dr. Lombouso Khoza Agriculture & Natural Sciences 

Ms. Stephanie Krah Center for Access & Academic Success 

Dr. Stanley Nyirenda Institutional Research, Planning & Assessment 

Ms. Maryanne Odinakachukwu President, Honors Student Association 

Ms. Aderonke Ogin Student Representative 

Dr. Theresa Queenan Career Services 

Dr. Katherine Quinn Business & Technology 

Ms. Chenita Reddick Advancement Services 

Mr. Bill Robinson Public Relations 

Mr. Tyrone Young Admissions & Recruitment 
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 Jessica Land, an honors program English major 

wowed the crowd as University of Maryland  

Eastern Shore’s contender at the Ford Black    

College Quiz Bowl in Atlanta, GA, October 5th.  

Jessica squared off against peers from Lincoln 

University and Livingston College, earning      

herself a $1000 scholarship!  

 

Since its national syndication in 2007, the annual 

quizzical competition, sponsored by Ford Motor 

Company, allows students from HBCUs nation-wide 

to showcase their knowledge of African-American 

history as participants in a fast-paced, fun and in-

formative quiz game show.  The show, recorded     

before a live audience, will be broadcast by BET       

in January 2014. Stay tuned! 
 

 

    For several months, honors Biology    

    major, Noman Choudhry, has been 

Scribe to Emergency Department Physicians at Peninsula Regional Medical Center in what he calls 

“an eye-opening opportunity… to see the inside world of medicine and healthcare.”  
 

As Scribe, Noman follows physicians into patients’ rooms to record their History of Present Illness 

(HPI), Review of Systems (ROS), Past Medical (PMHx), Social (SHx), and Family (FHx) Histories 

as patients respond to the physicians’ questions. When the comprehensive series of physical examina-

tions is complete, Noman’s duties include the charting of patient data. “I’ve seen patients with minor 

stomach aches and scratches to open fractures and heart attacks. It’s amazing how the emergency 

physicians are able to move from patient to patient seamlessly... to tend to each individual,” Noman 

says.  
 

Noman reports that his experience at PRMC has increased his knowledge of the healthcare industry 

and prepared him for his future in Medical School. When he isn’t 

pursuing academic work or performing duties at PRMC, Noman 

is employed at IHOP as a waiter and is VP of the UMES Biology 

and Chemistry Societies.  
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Noman Choudhry, Scribe. 
Pre-Med Student Gains Insightful Clinical Experience at PRMC 

SStudentstudents  in the in the SSpotlightpotlight  
No Trivial Pursuit! Jessica Faces Off in the Ford Black Quiz Bowl. 



  

Sophomore Courtney Rhoades participated in a Summer Medical and Dental 

Education Program (SMDEP) at the University of Louisville, in Kentucky, 

and by pure serendipity, had the chance to be advised there by an alumnus of 

UMES, Dr. Irving Joshua.  The SMDEP provided Courtney multiple, pre-

professional opportunities—a chance to shadow renowned surgeons, to 

glance at the life of a medical student, to receive a preview of upper-level 

courses she’ll soon take, to learn from 

practitioners and professors and receive 

recommendations about her next steps 

along the path to medical school. 
 

“I never realized,” Courtney says, “how close my connection—as 

an undergraduate—could be with UMES alumni or that such a  

connection would come from a simple brochure I picked up in 

our Honors Program office… As students, we should see Dr. 

Joshua’s success story as a beacon of light that reminds us never 

to forget where we come from, but always remember where we 

want to go.” 
 

Dr. Irving Joshua, a researcher and professor at U. of Louisville 

Medical School, graduated in 1970 from Maryland State College—today known as UMES.   
 

There are twelve sites in the country that offer SMDEP. Learn more about SMDEP sites and opportunities at 

www.smdep.org 
 

Above, Courtney poses with a scale model of a virus. Below, she and a friend, Katie Redmond of Eastern  

Kentucky U., show off their surgery skills by suturing a pig’s foot. 

Rhoades Traveled… to Kentucky to meet Alumnus 

 

Honors students Carol St. Sauveur and Jenny Porch led other UMES members 

of the Outdoor Adventure Club in a community outreach opportunity at Town 

Cats animal shelter in Berlin, MD on Saturday, September 28. The facility 

takes in cats and kittens and has them neutered or spayed to control the feral 

population. “Sometimes the cats are let back out into the wild,” says St. 

Sauveur, who has volunteered at Town Cats since last fall, adding that “other 

times, when possible, [the felines] are kept to be 

adopted out to good homes, especially if they are young and social.”  The 

student volunteers helped to clean the walls of the shelter in order to make it 

more sanitary for the cats, bathed kittens and helped to put together boxes of 

hay to keep the cats warm in the upcoming months. 
 

Above, a grateful kitten catches a ride on Jenny Porch’s back; right, the same kitten 

is determined to keep her attention… by literally bending her ear! 
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Purrrr-fect Partners.  
St. Sauveur and Porch ready kittens for winter. 



 Contributed by Heather Goldsborough. 

 

Welcome to the first issue of Volamus. This 

month, I have the pleasure of introducing you to Reine 

Fowajuh, a junior Premed, majoring in Biology. Reine 

was born October of 1993 in one of the most developed 

countries in Africa, Cameroon. Despite its advanced 

status, only about 50 to 60% of girls there complete 

school. Luckily for her, she was one who beat the odds. 

Reine reached her country’s equivalent to high school 

by age twelve, only to move to Delaware and be put in 

6th grade.  For the next few years, she muddled through 

the boredom until high school, and eventually enrolled 

here at UMES with the Honors Program. Besides her 

high academic achievement, Reine is also president of 

the Chemistry Society on campus, has interned at the 

University of Virginia, and speaks French, English, and 

her native tribal language.  

For some, the moment they are given their name, 

it shapes their thoughts, actions, and purposes. That is 

just the way it has been for this month’s feature Honors 

student. As a child, Reine’s mother often told her the story of her birth and how she was named after 

her delivery doctor. It was these stories that first inspired Reine to pursue a medical degree. Like doc-

tors in her native country, who often work for very low pay, she is not in it for the money. Reine is 

aiming for a Medical Doctorate, Masters in Public Health. With this degree she hopes to one day run 

a clinic or other outreach program for low income citizens. 

 Reine enjoys playing tennis, reading historical novels, and watching scary movies. She has been 

a vegetarian for over seven years and is currently transitioning to a vegan diet. Her favorite food is un-

salted french fries, but she also eats at least a bag of peanuts a week.  

Student Close-Up: Reine Fowajuh 

Map © www.cia.gov 
Sometimes nicknamed “Africa in miniature” because of its geological and cultural diversity. 

The Republic of Cameroon 
 

Capital: Yaoundé 

Motto: Paix, Travail, Patrie 

     (Peace, Work, Fatherland) 

Population: 20.5+ million 

Languages (official): French; English 

      More than 230 languages are  

      spoken in Cameroon. 

Faith: 70% Christian; 21% Muslim;   

     8% Indigenous. 

Currency: Central African Franc  (XAF) 
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Dr. Tiara Turner is currently a Visiting Lecturer in the Department 

of Mathematics and Computer Science, but as an honors program 

alumna, this is hardly her first sojourn at University of Maryland 

Eastern Shore. An AMP (Alliance for Minority Participation)

student majoring in Mathematics, she received her Bachelor’s     

degree from UMES in 2007 before earning her Master’s in Applied 

Mathematics and, this past May, her Ph.D. from the Interdiscipli-

nary Applied Mathematics and Mathematical Physics program,   

both at Delaware State U.  

 

“Although I have always had a strong interest in Mathematics, I 

never considered pursuing a career in Mathematics until I was a 

junior in college,” she says.  

 

Among her special memories of being a student in the Richard A. Henson Honors Program was being 

selected as the first recipient of a Siemens Teaching Scholarship, made possible by a partnership        

between the Sieman Foundation and Thurgood Marshall Scholarship Fund. 
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Dr. Tiara Turner, Alumna. 
Honors Alumna and recent PhD returns to UMES to teach 

Psychopaths! Seahorses! Cilantro? Dr. Michael Patterson,    

Assistant Professor of Psychology, announces that these are 

among the subjects to be explored in a brand-new honors 

course to be piloted Spring 2014, titled “Mysteries of the 

Mind.” 

PSYC 388  Mysteries of the Mind 
     Have you ever wanted to get into the mind of a psychopath?  Have you ever wondered if psychic 

powers are real? If so, this course is for you! This seminar aims to provide students with an integrated 

psychological and neuroscientific understanding of select topics concerning the mysteries of the 

mind.   Investigations will cover diverse topics including the possible spread of psychological disor-

ders through social media, the link between I.Q., racism, and political views, and unlocking the full 

potential of your brain by playing games.  Students will also gain first-hand experiences exploring 

issues, such as the inaccuracy of memory and how it impacts eyewitness testimony.  Students will 

read and discuss contemporary studies and refine important skills, including research methods and 

basic statistical comprehension, which can be applied to their own lives.  

     Priority enrollment is given for honors students.  Non-honors students may request permission to 

join, but must meet the minimum course requirements.  Prerequisites: PSYC 200 with a grade of “C” 

or better.  School wide GPA of 3.0 or higher.  Capacity for this course is capped at 20 students. 

Mysterious New Honors Course! 
A New Experimental Course in Psychology, Spring 2014 

Faculty FocusFaculty Focus  



 

 

 Honors Student Association Fundraiser 

      for Breast Cancer Awareness. 
 

Proceeds to benefit the Susan G. Komen—Maryland 

Foundation. 

 

 When: Friday, 01 November, 7:00—10:00 p.m. 

 

     Where: SSC Ballroom 

 

Tickets: $3.00 

 

What: A fun, informative fundraiser to raise money for Breast Cancer 

Awareness. There will be entertainment, door prizes, and a presentation 

by Ms. Lori Yates, Eastern Shore Community Relations Manager, 

Komen Maryland.  

 

The Honors Student Association at the University of Maryland Eastern 

Shore gratefully acknowledges the generous support of UMES Auxiliary 

Services, Pepsi, and Giant Food Stores. 

 

 
 

 

 

   President: Maryanne Odinakachukwu 

 

           Vice-President: Ezechielle Kiessu 

 

    

 

 

   Vice-President of Social Media: Emily Diseroad 

 

             Treasurer: Aderonke Ogin 
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Honors Student Association (HSA) 

Officers, 2013—2014 
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Flexible! 
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ASSISTANT DIRECTOR  
 

Mrs. Aundrá Roberts 
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(x 6082) 

__________ 

 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE  

ASSISTANT  
 

Ms. Whitney Turner 

wjturner@umes.edu 

(x 3070) 

_________ 

 

 

      
 

 

 

 

 

 

OCTOBER 

16 6:00 p.m. President’s Donor Reception. Henson Center. 

22 11:00 a.m. Honors Program Student Meeting.  2040 Hazel Hall. 

31 (     11/02) NAAAHP Conference, Daytona, FL 

 

 

NOVEMBER 

01 7:00 p.m. HSA Fundraiser: Breast Cancer Awareness. SSC Ballroom 

06     (      11/10) NCHC Conference, New Orleans, LA 

08 (      11/12) Thurgood Marshall Leadership Institute. Washington, DC 

11   Honors Priority Registration for Spring 2014 Courses 

28 (      12/01) Thanksgiving Recess 

 

DECEMBER 

05 11:00 a.m. Honors Advisory Board Meeting. 3047 Hazel Hall. 

09   Final Exam Period Begins 

13   Commencement 

 

 

Involved in a great honors experience? 
Be the star you are! 

 

Contribute an article to our Winter edition! 
Students, alumni, faculty, all are welcome to submit an article & photo 

highlighting activity and accomplishments in honors education at UMES.  
 

Send to melane@umes.edu  by January 05, 2014 

 

  

Like Us!  

HonorsUMES 

 

Follow Us! 

UMES_Honors 
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Calendar 


